


opportunity to teach subject matter that I am passionate about, sharing my expert knowledge through 
perspectives that encourage students to engage in critical thinking, interdisciplinary problem solving, and 
sensitivity to cross-cultural perspectives.  A central goal in all of my teaching is to promote active 
learning through research projects. Since fall 2009, I have developed and taught 12 original courses, 
including two Integrative Arts and Humanities courses. In response to my colleagues' requests, I am 
creating a new Latin American Arts course (for Fall 2017) and an online History of Photography course 
to be launched in the summer of 2018.

A primary goal for my classes is to foster an understanding of the inter-connectedness of art, culture, 
power, identity, and history.  By examining art in its various contexts, rather than as the product of the 
canonical mainstream, I feel the creative efforts of many people can be more equitably evaluated and 
celebrated.  I structure lectures around themes or issues that accommodate the study of the multiple points 
of view and experiences. In some cases, I choose readings that further illuminate the cultural or historical 
contexts for the objects presented in lectures.  At other times, the articles are more argumentative and 
meant to challenge exclusive assumptions about the meaning and value of the artworks, as well as 
provoke class discussions.  Lastly, I set up my lectures, assignments, and exams to build students’ skills 
in visual analysis, evaluative reading, and critical thinking. My teaching style, which combines lecture, 
discussion, and guided activities, provides students with general background information and allows them 
class time to do some of their own thinking or problem-solving.  Short writing assignments that I give 
throughout the semester both guide comprehension of the material and stimulate deeper assessment of the 
author’s conclusions.

Three general areas of effectiveness best highlight my teaching achievements at MSU.  The first is 
the development of two core curriculum courses in 2010/11; one was the art history capstone course 
(HA499) revised by the art history faculty in conjunction with the university's “Shaping the Future 
Initiative.” The other course was HA102 Renaissance Through Modern Art.  Among the primary goals of 
this updated curriculum were to enhance the global diversity of foundation survey courses and the 
professional development of students.  I worked with AAHD's Academic Technology Coordinator  

 and LON-CAPA Project Director to develop LON-CAPA as its course 
management system.  LON-CAPA makes possible individualized, computer-generated, and graded
exams.  To invigorate learning in this large class, I enrolled in a Faculty Learning Community course on
“Active Learning in Large Classes".  As a result, I developed various means to create community among 
the students, to reinforce lectures or readings, to stimulate critical thinking, and build skills in visual 
analysis.  A few of the strategies I incorporated are partner and small group discussions, short in-class 
writing response questions, online writing assignments that reinforce lecture topics. Lastly, while the 
class focused on the visual expressions of Europe and the United States, I created "Global Moments" in 
most of the lectures to underscore the consistent creative dialogue between the West and the rest of the 
world.  These global moments responded to the art history faculty's desire to enrich our curriculum with 
culturally diverse artistic practices, as well as introduce prospective majors to the array of the 
department's course offerings.For the capstone course HA499 Senior Research and Professional 
Development Seminar, I greatly benefited from art history faculty input as well as support from Career 
Services in outlining the syllabus and in designing mini-workshops on various career-building skills.  To 
introduce the students to a variety of potential employment opportunities for art history majors, I invited 
MSU art history alumnae and other art related career professionals from the greater Lansing area to talk 
about their careers.  To enhance the writing component, I participated in the CAL Tier II workshop, 
which submitted a revision of the CAL writing requirements for Tier II classes to the Dean. As a result of 
the workshop's outcomes, I developed both short and extended writing and research assignments related 
to self-marketing, job interviews, and public presentations.  The course culminated in a fall symposium,
which I coordinated each year from 2010-2013.  In this public forum, students presented research papers 
they had conducted under the guidance of an art history faculty member.










